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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 08/13/2008 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-6,8-12,14-18,20-24,26-30,32-36 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicants, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. 
David Victor on 06/07/06. 

Please amend claims 2-5, 8, 12, 14-16, 20, 24, 26-29, 32, and 36 to change the 
dependency from one of the canceled independent claims 1,13, and 25 to allowable independent 
claims 1, 23, and 35. 

Please amend claims 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28, 32, and 36 to remove language that is 
already found in the allowable base claims 1 1, 23, and 35, corrected the dependency of claims 5 
and 29 to depend from claims 4 and 28, made a punctuation correction to claim 23, and amended 
claims 4, 16, and 28 to clarify that the "service class implementation" is a workflow service class 
implementation. Applicants further canceled claims 37-39 because they include redundant 
limitations with respect to the pending base claims 1 1, 23, and 35. 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] JJ_, wherein the calling entity 
comprises an application program. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] JJ_, wherein the calling entity 
issues the request from a client and wherein the request is received on a server including the 
workflow engine. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] JJ_, wherein the workflow engine 
is one of a plurality of workflow engines enabling access to workflow resource objects , wherein 
the request for the workflow resource objects from the calling entity comprises a method that is a 
member of a workflow service class implementation of the workflow engine, wherein each 
workflow engine provides one service class implementation of methods and objects from a same 
abstract service class implementing the operations of receiving the request, generating the 
request to the workflow engine, generating the collection object, and returning the generated 
collection object. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] 4, wherein the workflow engine 
and other service engines comprise workflow products from different vendors. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the workflow service class 
implementations from different vendors each include methods and objects from a same abstract 
workflow service class specifying methods and objects to include in all workflow service class 
imp lementations . 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] JJ_, wherein the collection object 
is generated using methods from a collection object class, further comprising: 

receiving a retrieve method in the collection object class from the calling entity 
requesting the workflow resource object represented by one selected metadata element in the 
collection object; 

generating an additional request to the workflow engine for the workflow resource object 
requested in the retrieve method; 
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receiving the requested workflow resource object from the workflow engine; and 
returning the requested workflow resource object to the calling entity invoking the 
retrieve method. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the calling entity uses methods from 
the collection object class to access the collection object. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the generated additional 
request to the workflow engine is in a service class implemented by the workflow engine 
including methods and objects to access the workflow engine. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method for enabling access to workflow resource 
objects in a plurality of workflow engines, comprising: 

receiving a request, from a calling entity, for workflow resource objects of a specified 
type in a specified workflow engine, wherein the specified type of the requested resource objects 
comprises at least one of workflow objects, workflow templates and work lists defined in the 
specified workflow engine, wherein the workflow engine is one of a plurality of workflow 
engines enabling access to workflow resource objects, and wherein each workflow engine 
provides one collection object class implementation of methods from a same abstract collection 
object class used to instantiate and manipulate a collection object including metadata on 
workflow resource objects available at the workflow engine; 

generating a request to the workflow engine for information on available workflow 
resource objects of the specified type; 

in response to receiving the information from the workflow engine, generating a 
collection object using methods from the collection object class for the workflow engine from 
which the information was returned including one metadata element for each workflow resource 
object of the specified type in the workflow engine, and 

returning the generated collection object to the calling entity. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] JJ_, wherein the collection object 
is generated using methods from a collection object class and wherein the request for the 
workflow resource object from the calling entity is in a service class implemented by the 
workflow engine that includes methods and objects to access the workflow engine. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[13]] 23, wherein the calling entity 
comprises an application program. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[13]] 23, wherein the calling entity 
comprises a client and wherein the means for receiving the request comprises a server including 
the workflow engine. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[13]] 23, wherein the workflow 
engine is one of a plurality of workflow engines enabling access to workflow resource objects, 
wherein the means for requesting the resource objects from the calling entity uses a method that 
is a member of a workflow service class implementation of the workflow engine, wherein each 
workflow engine provides one service class implementation of methods and objects from a same 
abstract service class implementing the means for receiving the request, generating the request to 
the workflow engine, generating the collection object, and returning the generated collection 
object. 

17. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16, wherein the workflow engine and 
other service engines comprise workflow products from different vendors. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the workflow service class 
implementations from different vendors each include methods and objects from a same abstract 
workflow service class specifying methods and objects to include in all workflow service class 
imp lementations . 
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19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[13]] 23, wherein the collection object 
is generated using methods from a collection object class, further comprising: 

means for receiving a retrieve method in the collection object class from the calling entity 
requesting the resource object represented by one selected metadata element in the collection 
object; 

means for generating an additional request to the workflow engine for the resource object 

requested in the retrieve method; 

means for receiving the requested resource object from the workflow engine; and 
means for returning the requested resource object to the calling entity invoking the 

retrieve method. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the calling entity uses methods from 
the collection object class to access the collection object. 

22. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the means for generating 
the additional request to the workflow engine comprises a method in a service class implemented 
by the workflow engine including methods and objects to access the workflow engine. 

23. (Currently Amended) A system for enabling access to workflow resource objects, 
comprising: 

a plurality of workflow engines enabling access to workflow resources, wherein each 
workflow engine provides one collection object class implementation of methods from a same 
abstract collection object class used to instantiate and manipulate a collection object including 
metadata on resource objects available at the workflow engine [[.]]; 

means for receiving a request, from a calling entity, for workflow resource objects of a 
specified type in a specified workflow engine, wherein the specified type of the requested 
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resource objects comprises at least one of workflow objects, workflow templates and work lists 
defined in the specified workflow engine; 

means for generating a request to the specified workflow engine for information on 
available workflow resource objects of the specified type; 

means for generating a collection object using methods from the collection object class 
for the specified workflow engine, wherein the generated collection object includes one metadata 
element for each resource object of the specified type in the specified workflow engine in 
response to receiving the information from the specified workflow engine; and 

means for returning the generated collection object to the calling entity. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[13]] 23, wherein the means for 
generating the collection object uses methods from a collection object class and wherein the 
means for requesting the resource object from the calling entity uses methods in a service class 
implemented by the application engine that includes methods and objects to access the workflow 
engine. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[25]] 35, wherein 
the calling entity comprises an application program. 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[25]] 35, wherein 
the calling entity issues the request from a client and wherein the request is received on a server 
including the workflow engine. 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[25]] 35, wherein 
the workflow engine is one of a plurality of workflow engines enabling access to workflow 
resource objects, wherein the request for the resource objects from the calling entity comprises a 
method that is a member of a workflow service class implementation of the workflow engine, 
wherein each workflow engine provides one service class implementation of methods and 
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objects from a same abstract service class implementing the operations of receiving the request, 
generating the request to the workflow engine, generating the collection object, and returning the 
generated collection object. 

29. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[25]] 28, wherein 
the workflow engine and other service engines comprise workflow products from different 
vendors. 

30. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 29, wherein the 
workflow service class implementations from different vendors each include methods and 
objects from a same abstract workflow service class specifying methods and objects to include in 
all workflow service class implementations. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[25]] 35, wherein 
the collection object is generated using methods from a collection object class, further 
comprising: 

receiving a retrieve method in the collection object class from the calling entity 
requesting the resource object represented by one selected metadata element in the collection 
object; 

generating an additional request to the workflow engine for the workflow resource object 

requested in the retrieve method; 

receiving the requested workflow resource object from the workflow engine; and 
returning the requested workflow resource object to the calling entity invoking the 

retrieve method. 

33. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 32, wherein the 
calling entity uses methods from the collection object class to access the collection object. 
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34. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 33, wherein the 
generated additional request to the workflow engine is in a service class implemented by the 
workflow engine including methods and objects to access the workflow engine. 

35. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium including code for enabling 
access to workflow resource objects in workflow engine by: 

receiving a request, from a calling entity, for workflow resource objects of a specified 
type in the workflow engine, wherein the workflow engine is one of a plurality of workflow 
engines enabling access to workflow resource objects, wherein each workflow engine provides 
one collection object class implementation of methods from a same abstract collection object 
class used to instantiate and manipulate a collection object including metadata on resource 
objects available at the workflow engine; 

generating a request to the workflow engine for information on available workflow 
resource objects of the specified type, wherein the specified type of the requested resource 
objects comprises at least one of workflow objects, workflow templates and work lists defined in 
the workflow engine; 

in response to receiving the information from the workflow engine, generating a 
collection object using methods from the collection object class including one metadata element 
for each workflow resource object of the specified type in the workflow engine; and 

returning the generated collection object to the calling entity. 

36. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[25]] 35, wherein 
the collection object is generated using methods from a collection object class and wherein the 
request for the workflow resource object from the calling entity is in a service class implemented 
by the workflow engine that includes methods and objects to access the workflow engine. 



37. (Canceled) 

38. (Canceled) 

39. (Canceled) 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1. Claims 2-6,8-12,14-18,20-24,26-30, 32-36 will be allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The prior art references most closely resembling the applicants claimed invention are 
Graylin (U.S. 2003/0033415) and Rajarajan (U.S. 2002/00143949). 

First, Graylin discloses object oriented programming principles in general, such as object classes 
that serve as a template which defines a data structure for holding attributes and program 
instructions. Each class includes a means for instantiating an object from a class template 
However Graylin fails to disclose receiving a request for work flow resource objects of a 
specified type of the requested resource object comprises one of workflow objects, workflow 
templates and work lists defined in the workflow engine. These limitations are incorporated into 
all of the independent claims (claims 1 1,23,35). 

Second Rajarajan discloses that a configuration manager handles the addition of new resources 
and communicates with the resources and may configure the resources to allow management of 
those resources. The configuration manager is a web service for which web service for which 
web service methods are provided and other managers may use the methods to get information 
about the resources However Rajararajan fails to disclose "receiving a request for work flow 
resource objects of a specified type of the requested resource object comprises one of workflow 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 8,204 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2445 

objects, workflow templates and work lists defined in the workflow engine". These limitations 
are incorporated into all of the independent claims (claims 1 1,23,35). 

In summary, the Examiner submits that neither Graylin, nor Rajarajan teaches all the limitations 
of independent claims in combination with other elements. Specifically prior art does not teach 
"receiving a request for work flow resource objects of a specified type of the requested resource 
object comprises one of workflow objects, workflow templates and work lists defined in the 
workflow engine"; therefore, claims 2-6,8-12,14-18,20-24,26-30, 32-36 have been deemed 
allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Adnan Mirza whose telephone number is (571) 272-3885. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Jason Cardone, can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are listed hereinbelow. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)746-7239. 
Customer service number is (866) 217-9197. 



/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2445 



